CHATTA"NTYA   AND   HIS   COMPANIONS.

again. He tried again and again to escape from
the palace but a strong body of guards was
appointed to keep watch over his movements.
They found him out every time he attempted to
escape. He did not visit his wife, but slept on
the bare floor in the courtyard of the temple
attached to the pakce. He no longer attended the
affairs of the State and silently wept remember-
ing Chaitanya of whom he dreamt in his
sleep and thought all day. Alarmed at the
frequent attempts of her son to leave home,
his anxious mother had said once to her husband :
" I wish he could be kept bound to a pillar
with a rope. Possibly he may

Force no remedy.                                                           *                     "

escape the guards some day,

The sorrowful father replied :

" The attractions of a treasure, vast as an
emperor's, the beauty of Ms wife like a celes-
tial nymph cannot bind him to this home of
ours, do you think a slender rope will do it?'51

It was the month of July, 15173 the time
of the great Oar-festivity of Jagannatha5 when
the people of Bengal, especially those of Nadiya,
used to pay their annual visit to Chaitanya at
Purl. They made preparations for the journey.
An opportunity occurred to Ragkunatha at this
time to renounce home for ever.
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